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On the cover...
The FMA’s Three Amigos took centerstage 
to entertain attendees at the 2026 Moose 
International Convention.
Additional photos start on page 18.

One of my favorite parts of putting together each issue of The Courier 
is seeing the incredible generosity found throughout our Association.

A successful fundraiser, event, or community service project in one 
community ofter inspires another Lodge or Chapter hundreds of 
miles away. 

Every Lodge, Chapter, Moose Legion, and District has something 
worth sharing. Don’t assume your event was too small or your success 
wasn’t significant enouh. If it made a difference to your members or 
your community, it’s a story worth telling.

So, I encourage you to send us your articles, your photographs, and your 
successes. Help us celebrate the volunteers who quietly make a differ-
ence every day. Help us preserve the history we’re creating together.

After all, The Courier doesn’t belong to one editor or one committee. 
It belongs to every member of the Florida Moose Association. 

And together, we’re writing a story that’s well worth reading.
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From the Editor

                        Become a Booster here.

Deadline for submitting news articles and
photos for the next issue of The Courier:

AUGUST 15, 2025
Submit news stories and photos to 

TheCourierFMA@gmail.com

The Courier is published bi-monthly and is posted
on the FMA website at floridamooose.com

Publisher: Florida Moose Association     Editor: Kimberly Kelly

Special thanks to the following Boosters:

PLATINUM: 
Dan ONeal	 Duffy Friss	 Rebecca Zarate	 Robert Saindon	 Terry Seal		  Edward Stachura	 Robert Estevez	
Scott Kern	 Tom Akers	 Cindy Barnhart	 Wayne Beyer	 Barbara Blanchard	 Kenny Rogers	 Doug Husted	
Paula Stevens	 Margie Walter	 Duffy Friss	 Bill Allen		  Byron Dalton Sr	 Davie WOTM 1686	

Rodney Hammond	 William Singleton	 Sailfish 197 Moose Legion     		  The Schockley’s	 Brenda J Brady	 Jeff Pitch	
Kinnaman Family	 The Shindle Family	 Melva Singleton	 Jim Blanchard	 Gold Coast of Higher Degrees		  Larry D’Angelo	
Tim Farina	 Kenneth Ourant	 In Memory of James (BJ) Duquette	 The Wernersbach	 Gerard DuBois	 James Godshall	
Larry D’Angelo	 Chris Pedone	 Bradley Setwart	 Central Florida Council of Higher Degrees

GOLD:
Paula Castleberry	 Kimberly Kelly	 Susan Runge	 Marvin Gardner	 Edward Mell	 Ann Mell		  Christine Duncan	
Lynn Hall	 John Clementz	 Janice Davis	 Larry Robertson	 Linda Robertson	 Lynn Hall		  Michele Martello	
Sonja Ellsworth	 Darlene Gravish	 Richard Foster	

SILVER:
JoEllen Thompson        	 Kiley Baglama     	 Scott Thomas  	 Bill Allen 

https://www.cognitoforms.com/FloridaMooseAssociation/COURIERBOOSTERS
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Are you on 
board for the 
next stop?

I had the privilege of attending the Mooseh-
eart graduation and Pilgrim ceremony back 
in May at Mooseheart. 

Congratulations to the 15 brothers from the 
FMA on receiving their degree. 

How many think this year’s Moose Interna-
tional convention was one of the best in 
years? I know I did. 

Let’s congratulate all the new Stars, Colle-
gians and Fellows on their accomplishments. 

Chris Jansen rocked the house during the 
25-Club night. 

Brother John Reiter did an awesome job 
keeping the session running smoothly.

As I was flying back from OKC I started 
thinking that day was our 250th anniversary 
of this great country. 

How many of us remember our 200th anni-
versary? 

I’m sure some of us were still in school and 
others were starting families. 

Then there is Miss Glennah McClain and 
Miss Louise Purtee from Moosehaven who 
celebrated this country’s 150th anniversary. 

It’s just amazing how the lifestyle at Moose-
haven produces so many centenarians. 

We have two with the hope that brother 
Clifford Miller, whose birthday is July 26 and 
Miss Florence Gartee is on June 18, 2027, 
both will be 100 years young.

I have been enjoying my travels to all the 
district meetings. So far, 16 in all. 

I just have to say that every District Pres-
ident and their boards are doing an amaz-
ing job of running the meetings and doing 
fundraising for the association. 

In my travels I have made it a point to talk 
about the goal of the association to bring 
home the Top Association this year. 

Well, as you may have heard, we fell one 
point away from achieving that goal. Ohio 
was the winning association. 

I know that will motivate us to work hard-
er this year to obtain it since it will be an-
nounced in our back yard of Orlando.

So what do you say? Do you think we can do 
it? I know we can. 

If every lodge gives us just five percent 
more in membership retention, WOTM and 
Moose Legion growth, charitable contribu-
tions and earn the premier lodge award we 
will have a chance.

So, what do you say? Are you with me?

FMA PRESIDENT

SCOTT KERN

Still Reaching
I fell Short and it hurt, in that quiet private way only hope can break.

For a moment, I let the ache speak. I let the dream wobble, but I didn’t fall.

Because something in me refused to let go, a small stubborn spark still reaching,

Still believing there is more in me then the miss, and that spark is enough to try again.                        Become a Booster here.

https://www.cognitoforms.com/FloridaMooseAssociation/COURIERBOOSTERS


PAGE 4    I  The Courier  JULY / AUGUST 2026

see FMA, page 6

FMA 2024—2025 Officers
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Territory Manager/FMA Liaison
W. Scott Duncan 
2407 Hagopian Ave SW, Palm Bay, Fl 32908-4729 
321-501-7180 
sduncan@mooseintl.org

President  
Scott Kern
113 Hays Dr., Sanford, FL 32771  
407-314-6287 
kerntransman@yahoo.com

Vice President 
Walter Wommack 
13107 Firefly Lane, Hudson, FL 34669
727-919-4225 
wpwommack@ideacomfl.com

Treasurer  
Gerard DuBois  
740 90th St , Marathon, Fl 33050 
305-481-7187 
dubiosp@bellsouth.net 

Chaplain  
Jay Andrade 
112 Sunrise Dr, Rotunda West, FL 33947
401-465-3885
englewoodjay@gmail.com

Jr Past President 

Todd Anderson 
1004 Virginia Ave, Lynn Haven, FL 32444
850-866-8679
toddanderson5530@gmail.com

Secretary  
Dan O’Neal  
PO Box 2863, Sanford, FL 32772-286 
407-547-7216 
floridamooseassociation@gmail.com

Assistant Secretary 
Rhonda Shockley  
110 NE 28th St, Pompano Beach, Fl 33064 
954-774-0508 
supershock67@aol.com

Sergeant at Arms  
Julie Anderson  
1004  Virginia   Ave, Lynn  Haven, Fl 32444  
850-303-3741 
jlbanderson@yahoo.com

AROUND THE

STATE
NEWS

Chapter, District, and 
Special Committee news.

North Port Lodge 
Gold sponsor for 
Chamber event
The North Port Moose Lodge 764 was a Gold Sponsor in the North Port 
Area Chamber of Commerce 11th Annual “A Night at the Races 2026” 
on Saturday, May 16, 2026. 

Members and Volunteers from the Lodge participated in a horse racing 
experience along with other events throughout the evening. 

The North Port Chamber Foundation Mission promotes and enhances 
professional development and education for our community. 

Fun times were had by all the attendees at this yearly event.

Submitted by Susan Runge, Chaplain

https://www.northportareachamber.com/chamber-foundation
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The Moose International Youth Awareness program is 
one of the Fraternity’s most successful and rewarding 
community service initiatives. 

Youth Awareness was established to promote positive 
youth leadership and community involvement; the pro-
gram provides high school students with opportunities to 
educate younger children while developing valuable life 
skills of their own. 

The programs scholarships are funded by the Moose Legion.

At the center of the program is the belief that young peo-
ple can be powerful role models.

Through the “KidsTalks”, participating high school stu-
dents research, prepare, and deliver presentations to el-
ementary and preschool-aged children on subjects that 

affect their daily lives. 

Topics often include bullying prevention, internet safety, 
drug and alcohol awareness, peer pressure, healthy life-
styles, kindness, respect, and making good decisions.

The impact of these presentations extends beyond the 
classroom. Younger children benefit from hearing im-
portant messages from older students they admire, while 
the High School students gain confidence, leadership 
abilities, and public speaking experience. 

High School Students learn how to organize information, 
communicate effectively, and connect with diverse audi-
ence skills that will serve them well throughout their edu-
cation and future careers.

The Youth Awareness Program also provides an avenue 
for students to be recognized for their achievements. 

Empowering Young People
to Make a Difference 

Moose International Youth Awareness Program

TODD ANDERSON / JULIE ANDERSON / CANDY SAINDON /
 DOMINIQUE SAINDON, Youth Awareness Committee                                              

see AWARENESS, page 10

https://www.mooseintl.org/youth-awareness/
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FMA, from page 4

see FMA, page 7

APPOINTED OFFICERS
Assistant Sergeant at Arms 
Alan Herb  
4513 W Price Ave, Tampa, FL 33611   
813-817-4853 
chickherb154@aol.com 

Inner Guard  
Valerie O’Brien 
10559 154Th Rd N, Jupiter, Fl 33478  
561-309-9892 
vko0801@yahoo.com 

Assistant Inner Guard 
Ed McGurn  
68 W Palm Dr,  Margate, FL 33063 
754-366-6521 
edinfla@hotmail.com 

Outer Guard  
Troy Broughton   
12039 East Bay Rd, Gibsonton, FL 33534 
(813) 299-7724 
troybroughton@ymail.com

Assistant Outer Guard 
Mike Davis   
2451 S Sanford Ave, Sanford, FL 32771
407-509-6054
legion227@mooseunits.org

DISTRICT PRESIDENTS
District 1  
Roy Suarez  
6558 Covington Cir, Pensacola, FL 32526 
(850) 232-0708 
roysuarez1959@gmail.com

District 2  
Leah Turner  
157 Southern Grove Dr, St Johns, FL 32259
904-477-8658
bug.turner528@gmail

District 3  
Gary Grimm Jr 
85522 Owens Rd, Fernandina Beach, FL 32034
904-557-3383
gar_53@yahoo.com

District 4  
Maureen Weeks  
316 Bahia Circle, Ocala, FL 34472
321-443-0513
mbauchman5@aol.com

Seniors enjoy shade 
during July 4th parade
On July 4th, the Islamorada Moose Lodge #2151 brought tents to provide shade 
for the residents of the Oasis Nursing Home and Rehabilitation Center who 
had come out for the July 4th parade.

The parade was held on US 1 in Key Largo and the tent was placed at the Key 
Largo Moose Lodge where they reserved space for the Oasis residents to be 
able to watch the parade go by in comfort and have an unobstructed view.

Submitted by Islamorada Moose Lodge 2151

AROUND THE

STATE
NEWS

Chapter, District, and 
Special Committee news.

https://428healthcare.com/locations/oasis-keys/
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FMA, from page 6

District 5  
Scott Bender  
2727 N Atlantic Ave #302, Daytona Beach, FL 32118
352-476-7996
kwhometownagents@yahoo.com

District 6 
Robert Bowen 
900 Montana Ave, St Cloud, FL 34769
407-467-2296
rbowen128@cfl.rr.com

District 7 
Janice Brogdon 
1900 Blue Fish Pl, Geneva FL 32732
321-474-4704
janice.brogdon2016@gmail.com

District 8 
Kevin Moglia 
615 Erin Way, Brooksville, FL 34601 
(352) 650-0948 
kmoglia@tampabay.rr.com

District 9 
Barbara Pedone 
4658 Goldfinch Ln, Merritt Island, FL 32953
321-517-4013
barbara.a.pedone@gmail.com

District 10 
William Gutierrez 
3300 Alt 15N 111A, Dunedin, FL 34698
413-358-3095
wgutierrez01201@aol.com

District 11 
Gary Chronister 
3511 Pine Top Dr, Valrico, FL 33594
717-805-3416
gchronister37@gmail.com

District 12 
Kevin Lolmaugh 
325 Jupiter, Winter Haven, FL 33884
863-242-7538
kevinlolmaugh@yahoo.com

District 13 
Cory Kapral 
907 44th Ave, Ellenton, FL 34222
941-518-7799
corykapral@yahoo.com

see FMA, page 10

North Port team 
defeats top team to
win Early Birds League
The North Port Moose Lodge 764 sponsored a bowling team with two 
members from our lodge participating on the team. 

A 36-week Thursday night Early Birds League bowled at Treasure Lanes 
in Port Charlotte from August 21, 2025 through May 14, 2026. 

By the end of the league, the North Port Moose Lodge 764 team (who 
was second place at the time) defeated the first place team by one 
point to win overall in an exciting ending to the season! 

Submitted by Susan Runge, Chaplain

Pictured is James Godshall (Lodge 764), Cheryl LeMunyon, Mark Peacock 
(Lodge 764),  and Randy Sosinski.

https://treasurelanes.com/
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John Reiter, addressed the Mooseheart Class of 2026 at 
Mooseheart Saturday, May 30, 2026.

The commencement ceremony took place in the 
Mooseheart Field House in Mooseheart, Illinois, with nine 
graduating seniors.

Reiter’s term as Moose International’s Chairman of the 
Board ended Friday, July 3, 2026.

Below is his address.

“CONGRATULATIONS, CLASS OF 2026. Today marks a 
huge milestone in your lives, and as you sit here, I invite 
you to take a moment and travel with me— back to the 
days when you were little, when you ran hard, played hard, 
and dreamed even bigger about the future you would 
someday build. 

How many of you dreamed of becoming a doctor or a 
nurse, a firefighter, a pilot, a teacher—perhaps even a 
Moose member? 

Okay, maybe not a Moose member, but you see the point: 
as children and as adults, we all dream about the lives we 
want and the work we long to do.

Class of 2026, you are here today because someone had 
a dream for you. 

That dream began in 1911, when James J. Davis spoke of 
a vision at the International Convention—a place called 
Mooseheart, a home where children could grow, receive an 

education of both 
scholastic and vo-
cational skills, and 
live in a safe haven. 

In 1912, that dream 
moved from con-
cept to a concrete 
possibility with the 
purchase of prop-
erty, and in 1913 
Mooseheart was 
dedicated. 

What began as a 
bold idea became 
a living, breathing community that has supported count-
less of young people through the years.

You are here, in part, because of a family member who 
believed in that dream, and chose Mooseheart as the 
place where your lives could flourish. 

They knew Mooseheart could offer more than they could 
provide on their own--- a better home and a better edu-
cation, a place where Davis’s dream still exist and is being 
carried forward by the members of the Moose fraternity.

James J Davis’s dream was never meant to exist in isola-
tion; it was meant to be shared, passed along, and kept 
alive by the people who believed in it as passionately as 
he did.

The dream continues
John Reiter addresses Mooseheart Class of 2026

JOHN REITER, Intl Chairman of the Board                                         

see COMMENCEMENT, page 15
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Participants are chosen through local, Association, and go onto the Interna-
tional level of competition, showcasing their speaking abilities and commit-
ment to community service. 

Scholarships and awards are available to outstanding participants, helping 
support their future educational goals.

Our Moose lodges play a critical role in the success of the program. 

Members work with local schools, youth organizations, and community 
leaders to recruit students and provide guidance throughout the process. 

Lodge coordinators help students select topics, prepare presentations, and 
develop the confidence needed to speak before groups. 

This mentoring relationship often becomes one of the most rewarding expe-
riences for both the students and the Moose volunteers who support them. 

    Youth Awareness is one of the 
    core initiatives of the Heart of 
    the Community Report.
The program also strengthens relationships between Moose lodges and 
their communities.

By partnering with schools and supporting local youth, lodges demonstrate 
the Moose Fraternity’s commitment to family, education, and community 
service. These partnerships often create opportunities for increased com-
munity awareness of the Moose mission and values.

Over the years, Youth Awareness participants have delivered hundreds of 
thousands of presentations to children. 

AWARENESS, from page 5

see YOUTH, page 11

FMA, from page 7

District 14 
William Walker 
10943 SW Walker Rd, Arcadia, FL 34269 
(863) 990-3348 
heavyrescue63@yahoo.com

District 15 
Wayne Miller 
137 40th Ct , Vero Beach, FL 32968 
(772) 532-0780 
waym1957@yahoo.com

District 16 
John Bienkowski 
9096 Hilliard Terr, Englewood, FL 34324
248-431-8175
john8147@aol.com

District 17 
Cynthia Bennett 
7804 Deland Ave, Ft Pierce, FL 34951
772-646-2131
cynthiabennett260@gmail.com

District 18 
Angela Henderson 
1434 SE 23rd Terr, Cape Coral, FL 33990
239-257-7378
fmadistrict18@gmail.com 

District 19 
William Devers 
420 Lake Ave, Lehigh Acres, FL 33972
540-336-8851
deverswilliam09@gmail.com

District 20 
William Allen 
9367 Isla Bella Cir, Bonita Springs, FL 34135
239-980-2171
billallen6312@gmail.com

District 21 
Heather Risch
2910 NW 1st Dr, Pompano Beach, FL 33064
954-732-9253
risch.dist21@gmail.com

District 22 
Keith Delano
PO Box 226822, Miami, FL 33222
305-776-9880
miaheatkd@att.net

see FMA, page 11



JULY / AUGUST 2026  The Courier    I    PAGE 11

The program continues to grow because it addresses re-
al-world challenges facing young people while encourag-
ing leadership, responsibility, and service to others. 

Here in Florida, we are so fortunate to have reached over 
700 individual students via the “Kids Talk” just last year, 
and those numbers will continue to grow as we get more 
High School Students involved.

For many students, participation in Youth Awareness be-
comes a life-changing experience. 

Some discover a passion for teaching, public service, 
healthcare, education, or leadership. Others simply gain 
the confidence to speak up, become more involved in 
their schools, and serve as positive influences among 
their peers.

The Moose International Youth Awareness Program is 
much more than a public speaking contest. It is a leader-

ship development program, a community service initia-
tive, and an investment in the future. 

Every presentation delivered, every child reached, and 
every student empowered represents another step to-
ward building stronger communities and developing to-
morrow’s leaders.

As Moose members, we have a unique opportunity to 
support and encourage young people who are willing to 
make a difference. 

By promoting Youth Awareness in our lodges and com-
munities, we help ensure that the values of service, lead-
ership, and caring continue to inspire future generations.

The Florida Moose Association’s Youth Awareness Coor-
dinators include Todd Anderson, Julie Anderson, Candy 
Saindon, and DominiqueSaindon. Florida North is com-
prised of FMA Districts 1-12. Florida South includes FMA 
Districts 13-23.

SEE PAGE 12 for special Youth Awareness Fundraiser

AWARENESS, from page 10
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Kick off the Florida Moose 
Association Full Board 
Weekend with a Day of Service
HEART OF THE COMMUNITY PROJECT: 
WISH PILLOWCASE SEW ALONG
Join fellow Moose members for a meaningful day of fellowship, cre-
ativity, and service as we sew WISH pillowcases for children and fami-
lies served by Give Kids the World.

The sew along will be held in Moosehaven’s Recreation Center Meet-
ing Room from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Every pillowcase is more than fabric and thread—it’s a handmade gift 
of comfort, hope, and love from the Florida Moose Association.

The completed pillowcases will be presented to representatives from 
Give Kids the World during the Florida Moose Association Annual Con-
vention, celebrating the generosity and caring spirit of Moose mem-
bers across Florida.

You do not need to know how to sew. There are many areas in which 
you can assist including ironing, fabric cutting, pinning, assembly, and 
support.

Come support. Come serve. Come make a difference—one pillow-
case at a time.

Nassau ‘s
Gary Grimm

earns Fellowship 
Degree
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2025-2026

Premier Lodge 
Award Qualifiers

LODGE	 FRU #

Mandarin 	 42
Palatka	  184
Fort Pierce 	 248
Palm Harbor 	 433
Jacksonville 	 455
Pensacola 	 557
Gulf Gate 	 608
Four Townes 	 655
North Port 	 764
Orlando 	 766
Ruskin 	 813
Interbay Tampa	  912
Winter Haven 	 1023
Marianna	  1026
Marathon 	 1058
Tallahassee 	 1075
Deland	  1126
Bradenton	  1223
Daytona Beach	  1263
Villages Leesburg	  1271
Tice And The Shores 	 1297
Venice	  1308
Sarasota	  1319
Arcadia	  1327

see PREMIER, page 17

From the very start, and every day since, it has been—and 
it remains—everyone’s dream to bring success to the stu-
dents of Mooseheart. 

From the moment your application began, you have been 
the focus of the hopes and efforts of family teachers, the 
school staff, and the thousands of Moose members who 
contribute their time, resources, and love. 

They stand as a living reminder that you are never alone on your journey. 

They are here to uplift you, to challenge you, and to give you the wind beneath 
your wings as you reach your dreams. 

As you move forward in life, I hope you will carry with you a deep appreciation 
for those who have helped you along the way—and, in time, find ways to give 
back to the Moose fraternity that has given you so much.

So, what does it mean to graduate from Mooseheart? It means recognizing 
that dreams are powerful forces, but they do not work in isolation.

Dreams require people who believe in you, teach you, and 
stand by you when the path becomes uphill.

They require daily choices—to study a little longer, to help 
a classmate in need, to stay true to your values when no 
one is watching. It means the opportunity to apply what 
you’ve learned in classrooms and in life, to make a real 
difference in your communities and in the world.

As you close this chapter and begin the next, I ask That 
you to hold fast to those lessons--- dreams are the com-
pass that will guide you---- but it is your choices that will shape your future. 
The diploma you receive today is not the end--- but a milestone in a lifelong 
journey of learning, service, and growth.

And it is your responsibility to translate those dreams into action—whether in 
your career, your family, or your community—and to continue the tradition of 
support and generosity that has carried you this far.

			   In closing, I leave you with two quotes to 
keep in your hearts as you move forward. 

The first is, “The dream never dies, just the 
dreamer.” 

The second is, “Chase your dreams be-
cause your dreams won’t chase you.” 

Let these words remind you that your as-
pirations are powerful, but they require 
you to pursue them with courage, per-
sistence, and compassion.

Congratulations, Class of 2026, and 
keep on Runnin Down A Dream, and 
may your future be as bright and lasting 
as the dream that began Mooseheart.”

COMMENCEMENT, from page 9
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FMA, from page 10

see FMA, page 24

District 23 
Patrick Streepy 
11601 1st Ave, Marathon, FL 33050 
(305) 587-7167 
patrickstreepy@gmail.com

SPECIAL COMMITTEE
APPOINTMENTS
Apparel Exchange 
Sharen Reardon 
10274 Arrowhead Dr, Punta Gorda, FL 33955
936-433-9016
sharenreardon1965@yahoo.com

Audio-Visual  
Jim Kelly  
188 Marseille Drive, Naples, FL 34112  
239-287-5976 
jimreliv@comcast.net

Council of Higher Degrees (N) 
Buddy Dugger 
5754 Woodlawn Rd, Macclenny FL, 32063 
904-635-0083 
buddydugger5754@gmail.com 

Council of Higher Degrees (S) 
Melinda Bell 
9400 N Hollybrook Lake Dr, Apt 106,
Pembrook Pines, FL 33025
954-534-0060
melindabell9@gmail.com

Credentials 
Lois Myers 
4109 Meredith Dr, Valrico, Fl 33594 
813-765-0578 
myerssouth@gmail.com 

Credentials 
Lois Myers 
4109 Meredith Dr, Valrico, Fl 33594 
813-765-0578 
myerssouth@gmail.com 

Emergency Relief 
Wayne Beyer 
332 Woodrow St NE Apt 3 
Ft Walton Bch, FL 32547 
850-376-3833 
webeyer@aol.com

Fraternal Recognition 
grows as members 
continue to grow
When the Moose Fraternity unified on May 1, 2021, female members began 
serving on lodge, district and association boards and committees. 

Unfortunately, this service did not count toward either of the two longstanding 
Higher Degree programs of the Women of the Moose (Academy, Star, College) 
or of the men’s (Moose Legion, Fellowship, Pilgrim). 

In addition, nearly 500,000 male members of The Moose were not part of the 
current Higher Degree program. 

The Moose needed a new recognition program that every member could be 
a part of.  The Fraternal Recognition program was developed to answer these 
needs and recognize members for their individual accomplishments.

see RECOGNITION, page 29

New Pilgrims conferred
Florida welcomed new Pilgrims at Mooseheart’s House of God on Saturday, 
May 30, 2026. New Pilgrims from Florida include David Walters, William Walk-
er, John Carr, Clark Farmer, James Bever, John Clementz, Steve Glover, Michael 
Wehr, Michael Conley, Jerry Waters, Jerry lunde, Ken Martin, Sean McCann, 
Charles Kinnaman, and Joseph Clevenger.

A special PIlgrim Presentation will be held to celebrate their accomplishments 
on Friday, September 11, 2026 at the 2026 FMA Annual Convention.
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Panama City	  1389
Bonita Springs 	 1454
South Lake County	  1615
Crescent City	  1641
Punta Gorda 	 1693
New Port Richey	  1747
Okeechobee	  1753
Key West	  1760
Naples 	 1782
Sanford	  1851
Brandon 	 1880
Land O’Lakes 	 1903
Englewood 	 1933
Titusville	  1962
Kissimmee 	 2056
Merritt Island 	 2073
Haines City	  2083
Palmetto 	 2117
Islamorada 	 2151
Anna Maria Island 	 2188
Fort Walton Beach	  2193
Largo 	 2205
Zephyrhills 	 2276
Dunnellon 	 2308
Pine Castle 	 2345
Nassau 	 2352
North Bay	  2373
Lake Wales	  2391
Caloosahatchee	  2395
Wakulla County 	 2510
Halifax River	  2516
Ocala Forest	  2535
West Volusia 	 2538
Gulf Cove 	 2554

Leadership Award Qualifiers: 
President

Administrator

PREMIER, from page 13

Our amazing community for supported the FOOD 4 KIDS Food Drive hosted by 
West Marion Moose Lodge 2356!

Because of the generosity of members from West Marion Moose Lode 2356, 
neighbors, friends, and local supporters, an incredible 501 pounds of food was 
collected and donated to the children and families of Marion County through 
the Interfaith Emergency Services “Food 4 Kids” initiative.

Every canned good, box of food, and donation will help make a difference for 
local children facing food insecurity. Your kindness and willingness to give truly 
show what our community is all about.

West Marion Moose Lodge 2356 is proud to continue supporting local families 
in need, and we thank each and every one of you for making this event such a 
success! Together, we are making a difference — one child, one family, and one 
act of kindness at a time.

Submitted by Mickey Hoey

FOOD 4 KIDS benefits 
from food drive

Englewood shows they care
Englewood shares support for the FMA “Because Florida Cares” Endowment 
Program. The program was developed to help fill the donation gap between 

the Cradle and Rocker campaigns during the summer months.

Submitted by Michele Martello

https://www.mooseintl.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/2026-Leadership-Award-Presidents.pdf
https://www.mooseintl.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/2026-Leadership-Award-Administrators.pdf
https://www.iesmarion.org/food4kids
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1286290035816493/


John Reiter’s term as 
Chairman of the Board 

comes to a close
Astounding year Humbling, Exhilarating, and Completely Unforgettable
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see FMA, page 25

Endowment Fund 
Troy Broughton 
12039 East Bay Rd, Gibsonton, FL 33534 
(813) 299-7724 
troybroughton@ymail.com 

Financial Review 
Fred Van Nostrand 
29430 Pine Villa Circle, Punta Gorda, FL 33982 
941-457-1107 
fred.vannostrand@yahoo.com 

Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranch 
Debi Girard 
55 Black Hickory Way, Ormond Beach, FL 32174 
352-446-4143 
dgirardfsyr2023@gmail.com 

Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranches 
Fundraising
Tom Burnam 
9223 Spring Hill Dr, Spring Hill, FL 34608 
813-924-2560 
tomburnam@yahoo.com

Fraternal Education 
Ken Bygler   
29178 Camellia Lane, Big Pine Key, FL 33043  
305-731-6978 
kenb@pedrofalcon.com 

Government Relations 
Stephen J. Vella 
441 SE 9th Ave, Pompano Beach, FL 33060 
954-856-3478 
vellair@aol.com

Heart of The Community 
Kimberly Kelly 
1147 S. Cornell Terrace, Inverness, FL 34452 
352-422-3966 
kimberlykelly@tampabay.rr.com 

Historical 
F. Ross Fleet
1699 Park Ave, Apt 5 South, Orange Park, FL 32073
904-258-3022
rfleet38@yahoo.com

Hospitality 
John Holbach Jr. 
100 Hampton Road #17 , Clearwater, FL 33759 
727-410-1092 
johnf@theholbachs.com 

AROUND THE

STATE
NEWS

Chapter, District, and 
Special Committee news.

Coloring books, crayons now part of 
Islamorada summer reading program
The Tommy Moose coloring books from Islamorada Moose Lodge and crayons 
donated by Publix of Islamorada were delivered by Chaplain Gary Falleur and 
Chef/member Robert Spencer to Islamorada Library Head Librarian Naomi 
Trevino. They will be used for asummer reading program prizes.

Submitted by Islamorada Moose Lodge 2151

Veterans receive support from 
Dunnellon Moose Lodge 2308
Valued Veterans Committee
Dunnellon Moose Lodge 2308’s Valued Veterans Committee made a much 
needed monetary donation to Citrus County Veterans Coalition. The coalition 
works to better inform all residents of Citrus County, Florida about veterans 
related activities, help veterans be able to find and join local to get involved 
in their support. They also strive to get the public involved in supporting local 
veterans and their families.

Submitted by Dunnellon Moose Lodge 2308

https://www.keyslibraries.org/locations/islamorada-library


JULY / AUGUST 2026  The Courier    I    PAGE 25  

FMA, from page 24

see FMA, page 26

Legal Advisor 

Stephen Gladstone 
21576 Guadalajara Ave, Boca Raton, Fl 33433 
(954) 234-0096 
stephen@srgpa.com

Lobbyist Committee 

Jerry Monk 
605 Spring Meadows Rd., Quincy, FL 32351
850-510-6870
jamonk55@gmail.com

Loss Prevention 
Martin Fischer 
10274 Arrowhead Dr, Punta Gorda, FL 33955
561-541-2162
jayceemarty@yahoo.com

Membership 
Sharon Davis 
2451 S Sanford Ave, Sanford, FL 32771 
407-709-5681 
wings2me@bellsouth.net 

Moose Charities 

Lori Herring 
176 Briarwood Dr, Debary, FL 32713 
(386) 479-7296 
llherring1969@gmail.com

Mooseheart 

Lisa Plourde 
846 37th Ave Vero Beach, FL 32960 
860-884-1262 
Momlmp@sbcglobal.net

Moose Riders 

Maureen ‘Mo’ Holland 
602 Strait Ave, Sebastian, FL 32958 
305-481-7189 
mmhrn1953@gmail.com

Orientation  
Jason Thornbloom  
2633 Regatta Dr , Sarasota, FL 34231   
941-914-1637 
thorn-bloompaints@gmail.com

Past Presidents Secretary (FMA) 
Jerry Monk 
605 Spring Meadows Rd., Quincy, FL 32351
850-510-6870
jamonk55@gmail.com

Anna Maria Island
Arcadia
Bonita Springs
Bradenton
Brandon
Cape Coral
Cocoa
Crescent City
Davie
Daytona Beach
Deland
Dunnellon
Englewood
Fort Myers
Fort Pierce
Four Townes
Gulf Cove
Gulf Gate
Haines City
Halifax River
Highlands County
Inverness
Jacksonville
Jacksonville Beach
Kissimmee

Lake City
Lake Shore
Lake Wales
Land O’Lakes
Largo
Lauderdale Lakes
Leisure City
Mandarin
Marianna
Melbourne
Merritt Island
Miramar
Nassau
New Port Richey
New Smyrna Beach
North Bay
North Port
Ocala Forest
Okeechobee
Orlando
Palatka
Palm Beach Gardens
Palmetto
Panama City
Perrine

Pine Castle
Pompano Beach
Port Charlotte
Port St Lucie
Punta Gorda
Riverview
Sanford
Sarasota
Satellite Beach
Sebastian River
Silver Springs
South Lake County
Spring Hill
Stuart
Tallahassee
Tice And The Shores
Vero Beach
Wakulla County
West Boca Raton
West Dade
West Volusia
Winter Haven
Zephyrhills

2025-2026

Women of the Moose
Award of Achievement

Michele Martello showcases Englewood Moose Lodge #1933’s 
“Sunshine Children” banner.

Submitted by Michele Martello

Caring for children at Mooseheart
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Past Presidents Chair (FMA) 
Richard Jones 
407-716-6897 
rbjones0658@gmail.com 

Pilgrim Chairman  
Chris Pedone 
4658 Goldfinch Ln, Merritt Island, FL 32953
321-863-1233
pedonechris@gmail.com

Pilgrim Secretary  
Ed McGurn 
68 W Palm Dr, Margate FL, 33063  
754-366-6521 
edinfla@hotmail.com 

Publications 
Kimberly Kelly
1147 S. Cornell Ter., Inverness, FL 34452
352-422-3966 
thecourierfma@gmail.com 

Recording Secretary
/Resolutions/Bylaws 

Jerry Thompson 
6109 N Whispering Oak Loop, Beverly Hills, FL 34465  
352-362-9014 
southfl46@aol.com

Ritual 
James Esposito
201 NW 29th Court, Pompano Beach, FL 33064
954-907-0311
jvesposito@hotmail.com

Safe Surfin’ 
Charles (Buddy) Franklin  
7412 Forbes Rd, Zephyrhills, FL 33540  
813-713-3476 
cfranklin18@tampabay.rr.com 

Special Project Fundraising  
Julie Penton  
68 W Palm Dr, Margate FL, 33063  
954-802-4527 
pentonj@carico.com

Special Olympics 
Terri Plourde 
39413 Sterling Dr, Zephyrhills, FL 33542
813-486-8277
tplourde60@gmail.com

see FMA, page 28

The members of West Marion Moose Lodge #2356, along with friends, neighbors, 
and community supporters, helped make a special Food Drive on Saturday, June 
20, benefiting Marion Senior Services, a tremendous success.

Because of their generosity, the Lodge was able to collect a wonderful supply of 
food that will help fill pantry shelves and provide much-needed assistance to 
seniors throughout the community. 

The outpouring of support from the Ocala community is a true reflection of the 
compassion and generosity that make our area such a special place to call home. 
Together, we are helping ensure that our elderly neighbors receive the care and 
support they deserve.

Submitted by Mickey Hoey

West Marion Moose Lodge 
helps fill Marion Senior 
Services pantry

Donation lights up the holiday sky
Englewood Moose Lodge #1933 and WOTM #1582 donated a combined total 
of $3500 to the Suncoast Rotary for the 4th of July fireworks on Lemon Bay.

Submitted by Michele Martello

https://www.marionseniorservices.org/
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Elena had been working at Florida Sheriffs Youth 
Ranches Summer Camp for weeks before her big 
discovery. She was doing something any camp staff 
member would: singing a camp song.

“This is a repeat-after-me song!” the leader announced.

“This is a repeat-after-me song!” Elena echoed, along 
with other staff.

The leader began panto-
miming motions, launch-
ing into a sing-song story 
about “A Great Big Moose.”

“And I was like, wait a min-
ute. I know this!” Elena said, 
laughing. “Did I learn this at 
camp?”

Long after her application, 
interview, and staff training, 
Elena remembered being 
twelve years old and at-
tending a week of Harmony 
in the Streets mobile camp 
in her hometown of Jupiter, Florida.

“My mom signed me and my brothers up, and I re-
member singing these songs and trying archery for the 
first time!” Elena said.

Same songs, same shirts, same mission: reaching at-
risk kids who needed support and stability in their lives. 
But Youth Ranches Summer Camp wasn’t the only 

time Elena saw programs like ours 
in action.

“I have always had a passion for juvenile diversion be-
cause in high school I was a Teen Court attorney,” she 
explained.

Today, Elena has a degree in Criminal Justice. 

When she was reaching the end of her degree pro-
gram, she learned that an internship was required. 

Her advisor sent informa-
tion about Youth Ranches 
Summer Camp, and the 
mission appealed to Elena.

“This job has helped me 
learn to think outside the 
box and be prepared for 
the unexpected,” Elena 
said. 

“And one of the main rea-
sons why I love it so much is 
the mission statement, and 
how it is, in a sense, catering 
towards juvenile diversion.”

Summer camp is all about 
being flexible. Kids, especially those from hard places, 
can have a hard time regulating themselves in emo-
tional or unfamiliar situations. 

Camp staff members like Elena are trained to spot 
these situations and give campers the tools they need.

Elana’s Story
NEXT GENERATION LEADER

see ELANA, page 29

SARAH JACKSON, Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranches

https://www.youthranches.org/
https://www.youthranches.org/
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Youth Awareness (S) 
Candy and Dominique Saindon 
18910 Bay Woods Lake Dr, #101, Fort Myers, FL 
33908
603-491-7653
sunapeebeachbum@gmail.com

INTERNATIONAL
APPOINTMENTS
Jr Past President 
Moose International
Board of Directors
John Reiter
5250 SE 34th Court. Ocala, FL 34480
352-804-4679
mooseracer@cox.net

Intl Board of Directors
Sandy Johnston
1765 Cedar Key Ct, Orange Park, FL 32073
970-593-2458
country_paths@yahoo.com

Intl Outer Guard
Chris Pedone
4658 Goldfinch Lane, Merritt Island, FL 32953
321-863-1233
pedonechris@gmail.com

Intl Activities Committee
Todd Anderson
1004 Virginia Ave, Lynn Haven, FL 32444
850-866-8679
toddanderson5530@gmail.com

Intl Moose Charities Board
Julie Anderson
1004 Virginia Ave, Lynn Haven, FL 32444
850-303-3741
jlbanderson@yahoo.com

Moosehaven Executive Director
Helen Taylor
1701 Park Ave, Orange Park, FL 32073
904-278-1210
htaylor@moosehaven.org

Moosehaven BOD
Dan ONeal
PO Box 2863, Sanford, FL 32772-2863
407-547-7216
indianriver178@gmail.com

		  SAT	
		  JUL 18, 2026
Women of the Moose 
General Training 
Arcadia Moose Lodge 1327

	 Brenda Brady
	 772-201-1060
	 bjbrady51@bellsouth.net

		  SAT	
		  JUL 18, 2026
Women of the Moose 
General Training 
Wakulla Moose Lodge 2510

	 Shirley Brosie
	 863-397-6195
	 sbrosie6195@gmail.com

		  SAT	
		  JUL 18, 2026, 7 PM
Pilgrim Celebration:
Jerry Walters
Macclenny Moose Lodge 2412

	 904-316-4911
	 jerryhw1981@yahoo.com

		  SUN
		  JUL 19, 2026
Women of the Moose 
Treasurer Training
Arcadia Moose Lodge 1327

	 Brenda Brady
	 772-201-1060
	 bjbrady51@bellsouth.net

		  SUN	
		  JUL 19, 2026
Women of the Moose 
General Training 
Wakulla Moose Lodge 2510

	 Shirley Brosie
	 863-397-6195
	 sbrosie6195@gmail.com

		  FRI
		  JUL 24, 2026
WISH Pillowcase
Sew Along
Moosehaven Activity Center

	 Kimberly Kelly
	 352-422-3966
	 authenticmeus@gmail.com

		  FRI-SUN	
		  JUL 24-26, 2026
FMA Women’s State 
Pool Tournament	
Orlando Moose Lodge 766

		  FRI-SUN
		  JUL 24-26 2026
Moose International 
Horseshoes 
Tournament
Iowa City, IA Lodge 1096

	 Activities Department
	 Mooseheart, IL 
	 60539-1172
	 630-966-2214
	 mooseintl.org/activities

		  SAT	
		  AUG 8, 2026
FMA Youth Awareness 
Golf Tournament	
Mayfair Country Club
Sanford

		  SAT-SUN
		  AUG 14-16, 2026
Moose International 
Cornhole 
Tournament
Hayward Castro Valley, CA Lodge 
1491

	 Activities Department
	 Mooseheart, IL 60539-1172
	 630-966-2214
	 mooseintl.org/activities

		  SAT	
		  AUG 22, 2026
Women of the Moose 
General Training 
Inverness Moose Lodge 2112

	 Kimberly Kelly
	 352-422-3966
	 authenticmeus@gmail.com

		  SUN
		  AUG 23, 2026
Women of the Moose 
Treasurer Training 	
Inverness Moose Lodge 2112

	 Kimberly Kelly
	 352-422-3966
	 authenticmeus@gmail.com 

		  SAT	
		  AUG 22, 2026
Pilgrim Getaway 	
Moosehaven 
Activity Center

	 Chris Pedone
	 321-459-1010
	 pedonechris@gmail.com

		  FRI-SAT
		  AUG 28-29, 2026
FMA Race Weekend
O’Reilly Auto Parts Series
Coke Zero Sugar 400

	 Daytona International 
	 Speedway
	 Cody Parrish
	 cparrish@nascar.com

		  FRI-SUN
		  AUG 28-30, 2026
Moose International  
Golf Tournament
Middletown, OH Lodge 501

	 Activities Department
	 Mooseheart, IL 60539-1172
	 630-966-2214
	 mooseintl.org/activities

		  FRI-SUN	
		  SEP 5-7, 2026
FMA Men’s State 
Pool Tournament	
Orlando Moose Lodge 766

		  THU-SUN
		  SEP 10-13, 2026
2026  FMA 
Annual Convention 	
Rosen Plaza Hotel 
Orlando

	 Dan O’Neal	
	 Floridamooseassociation
		  @gmail.com

		  SAT-SUN
		  SEP 12-13, 2026
Moose International 
Soft Tip Darts 
Tournament
Rapid City, SD Lodge 1137

	 Activities Department
	 Mooseheart, IL 
	 60539-1172
	 630-966-2214
	 mooseintl.org/activities

		  SAT
		  SEP 19, 2026
South Florida 46 
Moose Legion Conferral 
	 Pompano Moose Lodge

		  SAT-SUN
		  SEP 26-27, 2026
FMA 
Golf Tournament 
25101 Old 41 Road, Bonita 
Springs, FL 34135

	 Art Sater
	 239-366-6100
	 artsater@gmail.com

		  FRI-FRI
		  SEP 25-OCT 2, 2026
Moose International 
Moose Cruise
Mexican Riviera
Westchester, CA

	 Activities Department
	 Mooseheart, IL 
	 60539-1172
	 630-966-2214
	 mooseintl.org/activities

		  SAT-SUN
		  SEP 26-27, 2026
FMA 
Golf Tournament 
	 25101 Old 41 Road, Bonita 
Springs, FL 34135

	 Art Sater
	 239-366-6100
	 artsater@gmail.com

Events Calendar
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FMA, from page 28

Sports/Activities 
Cindy Barnhart 
1673 W Carriage Dr, Titusville, FL 32796
321-720-7440
cindybarnhart1031@gmail.com 

Valued Veterans 
Frank Venditti 
8694 Ashbury Dr, Hudson, FL 34667 
727-809-1259 
flvendis@yahoo.com

Veterans Affairs 
Larry D’Angelo 
9 Pinewood Blvd, Lehigh Acres, FL 33936 
239-822-3617 
larrymoose2266@aol.com 

Webmaster
Marvin Gardner 
220 Bel Aire S, Merritt Island, Fl 32952 
515-720-6804 
marvgardner@gmail.com

Webmaster Asst/Calendar
Jim Blanchard 
4095 SW 56th Ave, Davie, FL 33314
954-448-1143
jim@jablanchard.com

Youth Awareness  (N) 
Todd and Julie Anderson 
1004 Virginia Ave, Lynn Haven, FL 32444 
850-866-8679 
toddanderson5530@gmail.com

see FMA, page 30

This is a brand-new program that started on May 1, 2025. Every member is 
eligible to participate regardless of past accomplishments or Higher Degree 
recognition.

Hundreds of Florida members have been recognized throughout this new 
program. A complete recipient list can be found at mooseintl.org.

Fraternal Recognition Program: Preferred

Fraternal Recognition Program: Power

RECOGNITION, from page 16

“Last summer, there was a young girl named Riley,” Elena recalled. 

“She was loud and energetic and sweet, but she had trouble being nice to 
other campers. 

When she said something really mean to another camper, I had to talk to her. 

I said, ‘Riley, you cannot say things like that. I care about you and I know you 
are an amazing person, which is why I expect better from you.’”

“And she just said, ‘You really care about me?’ And my heart just shattered. 

Her mom later shared with us that Riley doesn’t hear that from teachers, ed-
ucators, or any other people around her. And that made me so sad because 
for the rest of camp, Riley was amazing and stepped up as a leader.”

Finding a positive role model can be all it takes to give a child direction. 

Sharing encouragement, support, and advice is what creates the next gen-
eration of leaders in our communities. For Riley, that role model was Elena.

“This whole experience is very full-circle because I didn’t realize as a camper 
that I would end up working for this agency,” Elena said. “But once I realized I 
was here, I thought, ‘Oh my gosh, I’m home.’”

    Summer camp truly 
   changes lives.
We are so grateful to work with donors who want to see people like Elena, 
and maybe one day Riley, make a difference in their communities. 

Thank you for supporting Youth Ranches Summer Camp!

ELANA, from page 21

https://www.mooseintl.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Fraternal-Recognition-Program-Preferred-June-2026.pdf
http://www.mooseintl.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Fraternal-Recognition-Program-Power-June-2026.pdf


Moosehaven BOD
Scott Kern
113 Hays Dr, Sanford, FL 32771
407-314-6287
kerntransman@yahoo.com

Intl Pilgrim President
Harry Johnston
1765 Cedar Key Ct, Orange Park, FL 32073
970-590-6515
s.hjhohn22@gmail.com

Moose Legion Ambassadors
Jason Thornbloom
Ken Bygler
Todd Anderson
Mike Edkin

WOTM Chapter Advocate
Barb ‘Babs’ Moffitt
949 Pecan Circle, Sebastian FL 32976
609-618-3098
keysgal50@gmail.com

WOTM Grand Chancellor
Barb McPherson
bmcpherson@mooseintl.org
630-966-2243

WOTM Past Grand Regent
Gloria Petra
9223 Spring Hill Dr, Spring Hill FL 34608
813-294-0836
gloriapetrea@yahoo.com

WOTM Conferral Coordinator
Sharon Krutulis
16453 SW 294 St, Homestead FL 33033
3058043124
sharonkrutulis@hotmail.com

For complete FMA Directory
click here

FMA, from page 29
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For more events
click here

		  SAT
		  OCT 10, 2026
Pilgrim Celebration:
Mike Wehr
Gulf Gate Moose Lodge 606

	 941-993-0037
	 mrwehr_55@yahoo.com

		  SAT
		  OCT 24, 2026
Pilgrim Celebration:
James Bever
South Lake Moose Lodge 1615

	 652-530-3545
	 bever.jim@yahoo.com

		  SAT
		  DEC 12, 2026
South Florida 46 
Moose Legion Conferral 
West Boca Moose Lodge

		  SAT
		  JUN 12, 2026
South Florida 46 
Moose Legion Conferral 
Naples Moose Lodge

		  THU-SUN
		  APR 8-11, 2027
2027 FMA 
Mid-Year Conference 
Rosen Plaza Hotel 	
Orlando
	 Dan O’Neal
	 Floridamooseassociation
		  @gmail.com

		  SAT
		  SEP 19, 2026
South Florida 46 
Moose Legion Conferral 
Pompano

		  THU-SUN
		  SEP 11-14, 2027
2027  FMA 
Annual Convention 	
Rosen Plaza Hotel, Orlando

	 Dan O’Neal
	 Floridamooseassociation
		  @gmail.com

		  THU-SUN, 2027
		  MAR 30-APR 2, 2028
2028 FMA 
Mid-Year Conference
Rosen Plaza Hotel, Orlando

	 Dan O’Neal
	 Floridamooseassociation
		  @gmail.com

		  THU-SUN
		  SEP 7-10, 2028 
2028  FMA 
Annual Convention 
Rosen Plaza Hotel, Orlando 

	 Dan O’Neal
	 Floridamooseassociation
		  @gmail.com

https://floridamoose.com/PDFs/2026%20FMA%20Directory%20(v1.3).pdf
http://Floridamoose.com

